
Important Tips for Boat Canvas Cleaning & Care 
As recommended by Sunbrella, the Marine Fabricators Association and Other Experts. 

 
Your Boat Covers, Boat Tops, Isinglass Curtains 
and anything made of Boat Canvas or Marine 
Fabric must be cleaned and regularly maintained 
because sun and sand, wind and water can do all 
kinds of damage. Here are some tips to lengthen the 
life of those items and to prevent costly repairs to 
your boat.   
 

 
Cleaning Tips: 
Most makers of quality boat canvas and marine fabric will tell you that their 
materials don’t support the growth of mildew. That’s true. However, dirt and 
moisture left on those fabrics will. So clean regularly, at least once a month.  
 
1. Start with warm water (if possible) and a MILD cleaner specifically designed 

for outdoor fabrics, otherwise you can wash away your water repellant. At 
Muskegon Awning & Fabrication, we sell a cleaner just right for the job.  

 
2. Then apply the cleaner with a dense, soft brush paying particular attention to 

seams and stitching where dirt can collect. Never use a brush of any kind on 
vinyl windows.	  Rinse well with water and repeat until clean.   

 
3. Dry thoroughly. Never fold or store your boat cover or boat canvas when it is 

wet or damp because it can rot or become mildewed. Never put your cover or 
canvas in a dryer or have it dry cleaned.  

 
Other Boat Cover Care Tips: 
1. Always check to make sure that your cover is 

in good repair before you need to use it. For 
example, a missing snap can be a quick and 
easy fix unless you don’t have a replacement 
snap the night before a big storm.  

 
2. A Mooring Cover is made to protect your boat 

when it is docked or stationary. However, it 
isn’t designed to hold up when you’re pulling 
your boat on a trailer. Wind can tear it or rip it 
off entirely. Therefore, when pulling your boat by trailer protect it with a 
Travel Cover or Storage Cover. 
 

3. Some larger boats, such as pontoon boats, need boat cover support poles for 
their covers. An unsupported Pontoon Cover, for example, will sag and 
collect water, dirt, and snow. All of that extra weight can pull your cover lose 



and worse, damage your boat. So use an adjustable support pole to tent the 
cover and encourage run-off. 

	  
4. During the winter, don’t let snow accumulate on top of your boat cover. The 

weight can damage your cover and your boat. Simply sweep the snow off with 
a broom. (Takes less time and work than shoveling your driveway!) And 
never just hope that snow will “melt off” your boat cover because when 
temperatures drop, that melting snow can become ice causing you greater 
cleaning headaches and increasing your risk of damage. 

	  
Let Us Do It For You: We Offer Professional Cleaning & Repair	  
Want	  us	  to	  clean	  your	  boat cover or other boat canvas items	  for	  you?	  Or	  need	  
repairs	  made?	  No	  problem.	  Just	  us	  bring	  us	  your	  cover	  or	  whatever	  you	  need	  
and	  we’ll	  give	  you	  a	  Free	  Estimate.	  We	  can	  clean	  or	  repair	  almost	  any	  
canvas	  or	  fabric	  item	  you	  can	  bring	  to	  our	  shop.	  For	  example:	  

⇒ Mooring	  Covers	  
⇒ Travel	  Covers	  
⇒ Storage	  Covers	   	  
⇒ Winter	  Covers	  
⇒ ShoreStation	  Covers	  
⇒ Boat	  Cushions	  
⇒ Boat	  Curtains	  
⇒ Isinglas	  and	  Vinyl	  Windows	  
⇒ Dodgers	  
⇒ Biminis	  
⇒ You	  Name	  It! 	  

	  
We	  Will…	  

⇒ Treat Stains 
⇒ Repair Zippers and Fasteners  
⇒ Replace Grommets and Snaps   
⇒ Repair, Reinforce or Seal Tears and Seams 
⇒ Reapply Water Repellant 
⇒ Repair or Recover Your Cushions and Curtains 
⇒ Repair or Remake Frames  
⇒ Clean Your Covers and Canvas Thoroughly 
⇒ If fabric is too worn or damaged, or frames bent and broken, we will 

recommend replacement and provide cost estimates. 
	  


